FROM THIRTY YEARS WITH FREUD
had been a patient whom Demole had catheterized
many times and who often used to wet the bed.
Demole had thus ascribed to Larin that symptom
from which the other suffered; and this mistake
was prompted not by some personal similarities
but simply by the similarity of place. The inter-
change must have been facilitated by the fact
that Nicoud, Larin's double, was also a bed-wetter.
The doctor saw these phenomena of displacement
as analogous to those we observe in dreams, where,
impelled by more or less transparent motives, we
transform objects, reverse situations, transpose
characters, and ascribe to one person the weak-
nesses and characteristics of another.
You will agree with me that Dr. Demole's
attempt to explain his experience psychologically
has been made with conscientiousness and intelli-
gence. Yet why does his explanation seem to us
insufficient ? In my opinion, he was too easily
satisfied. He limited himself to description of the
tangible phenomena, employing psycho-analysis
only to discover the unconscious connecting ideas.
This all-too-modest use of our method ends in
Wundt's association psychology. The terminology
is slightly different, but the substance is the same.
Psycho-analysis, however, goes far beyond this. Our
dynamic conception of the psyche leads us to the
hidden intentions and impulses which underlie such
an experience. The perception of unconscious
associations is certainly indispensable to such an
investigation. But it is no more than preliminary
work which must be done if we are to gain a glimpse
of the play of psychic forces which goes on behind
the scenes of conscious phenomena.
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